
 

 

February/ March Newsletter 

Dear Families, 

We have had many fun and exciting events in the past few weeks.  We are excited to share what 

the students have been working on and we are looking forward to seeing all of their continued growth! 

Read Alouds 

“In the Tall, Tall Grass,” by  Denise Fleming 

“In the Small, Small Pond,” by Denise Fleming 

“Like a Windy Day,” by Frank Asch 

“The Tortoise and the Hare” 

Reading: 

The class has become experts at reading nonfiction texts.  They can identify text features, and 

have loved to share what they learned from the texts with their classmates.  Students should keep 

practicing making connections to both fiction and nonfiction texts. 

We have practiced making inferences while reading using clues from the text and our schema. 

Students have also learned how visualizing helps readers have a better understanding of the stories they 

read. 

In our next unit, we will learn about fables.  The students will be reading fables and talking about 

the characters, settings, problems, solutions, and morals. 

Writing: 

The class has studied many nonfiction texts during reading, and have written their own nonfiction 

books!  The students have chosen very unique topics that they know all about.  We look forward to 

sharing their “expert” writing with you on the bulletin boards in the hallways! 

Students will now practice “journal writing” during Writers’ Workshop.  The first graders are 

really working on choosing a topic, forming ideas, and writing using conventions of grammar such as 

creating complete sentences with capitalization and punctuation.  The students were excited about 

“introducing themselves” to their journals as their first entries. 

Math: 

In math, the students have been practicing applying appropriate addition and subtraction 

strategies to number sentences.  For example, students noticed that equations can be solved using the 

“Friends of 10,” “Doubles,” or “Doubles +1” strategies most efficiently.  Students should continue to 

practice becoming fluent with addition and subtraction facts to 20. 

We continue to be very impressed by the students in our daily Number Talks.  During this time, 

students use mental math to explore different mathematical strategies.  They really are growing their 

brains and using a Growth Mindset to get there! 

Word Study: 

This week, we will finish week 8 of our Fundations Word Study program.  Each week, we have been 

adding new sight words to our Word Walls, as well as gaining an understanding of spelling rules.  We have 

now learned about the glued sounds ank, ink, unk, and onk, each of which makes one sound.  The students 

have also been discovering blends in words (when two or more consonants are next to each other and 

make their own sounds, but are blended together when read or spelled) such as bl, pr, sw, sn, st, etc. 

 

Thank you for your continued support, 

The First Grade Team 


